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the  Mirfield  Urban  Sanitary 

ANNUAL  REPORT  FOR  1893. 


Gentlemen, 


Once  more  I  have  the  honour  of  presenting  you  with  the  annual  report  of  the 
number  of  Births  and  Deaths  which  have  been  registered  in  your  district  during  the  previous 
year,  also  a  tabulated  form  of  the  ages  of  the  Deaths,  as  well  as  some  of  the  diseases,  also  an 
account  of  the  diseases,  Infectious  and  Non-Infectious,  which  have  been  prevalent. 


On  perusal  of  which,  you  will,  I  think,  agree  with  me  that  the  past  year  compares  very 
favourably  with  previous  ones.  To  continue  the  Sanitary  work  must  be  our  earnest  endeavour, 
if  we  are  to  still  further  reduce  our  deathrate,  which,  I  think,  we  may  fairly  expect  will  in  due 
time  take  place. 

I  estimate  the  population  of  Mirfield  for  the  year  at  11,800,  an  increase  of  76,  that  number 
being  the  excess  of  births  over  deaths  to  the  end  of  June  1893.  I  feel  that  this  is  an  under¬ 
estimate  of  the  population,  as  no  account  as  been  taken  of  new  houses  built,  nor  of  the  steady 
reduction  in  the  number  of  empty  houses  which  has  been  taking  place  for  the  last  2  or  3  years, 
the  number  of  empty  houses  is  now  only  120.  Another  year  I  think  that  must  be  allowed  for. 

During  the  year  308  births  have  been  registered,  170  males,  138  females,  an  increase  of 
45  as  compared  with  1892.  The  birthrate  for  the  year  is  at  the  rate  of  26.10  per  1000. 

You  will  see  below  how  the  year  compares  with  the  last  five  years,  being  considerably 
above  the  average. 
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During  the  year  202  deaths  have  been  registered,  102  males,  100  females.  The  deathrate 
for  the  year  being  at  the  rate  of  17. 11  per  1000,  as  compared  with  rfi  1 2  for  18.92.  <7,  1  4  f  <S> 
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4  deaths  were  uncertified  as  compared  with  2  in  1892.  3  of  these  were  very  young  infants, 

1  lived  half  an  hour,  another  1  hour,  another  lived  4  days,  the  fourth  was  an  older  child  17 
months  old. 

There  have  been  6  inquests  during  the  year,  2  on  violent  deaths,  viz  1  from  drowning,  the 
the  other  from  a  compound  fracture  of  the  arm  in  a  person  over  80  years  of  age,  the  other  4 
deaths  were  more  or  less  sudden,  and  were  supposed  to  have  been  caused  by  heart  disease. 

You  will  see  by  the  above  table  of  ages  of  deaths,  that  this  year  there  has  been  a  con¬ 
siderable  improvement  in  the  infant  mortality  ;  there  have  been  45  more  births  than  in  1892, 
at  the  same  time  23  fewer  deaths.  I  hope  that  this  means  that  more  care  is  being  exercised 
in  the  management  of  infants.  Greater  vigilance  is  however  still  necessary,  when  we  find  one- 
fifth  of  the  total  number  of  deaths  are  children  that  have  not  reached  the  age  of  12  months. 
The  Infant  deathrate  is  3.47. 


Zymotic. 


Phthisis. 


(Pneumonia, 

'  Pleurisy,  and 
[Bronchitis. 

Influenza. 


Drainage. 


Water. 


I  he  number  of  deaths  due  to  the  Zymotic  diseases  is  the  same  as  last  year,  viz  17  ;  it  is 
slightly  under  the  average  of  the  last  10  years.  The  Zymotic  deathrate  is  1.44. 

In  the  tabulated  list  of  these  diseases  you  will  see  how  the  year  compares  with  previous 
ones. 
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Although  most  of  the  above  diseases  are  highly  infectious,  yet,  we  can  hardly  dispute  the 
fact  that  many  of  them  may  originate  spontaneously,  or,  at  any  rate,  we  know  that  the  germs 
of  these  diseases  thrive  in  unhealthy  surroundings,  therefore  it  is  very  necessary  to  prevent 
the  accumulation  of  any  filth,  in,  or  around  our  dwellings,  e.g.  1st.  The  ash  places  should  be 
kept  dry,  and  free  from  decaying  vegetable  and  animal  matter,  which  may  be  buried  in  the 
garden,  or,  in  the  absence  of  a  garden,  should  be  put  under  the  kitchen  fire  place,  and  at  bed 
time,  what  has  not  been  already  consumed,  can  be  put  on  to  the  fire,  when  it  will  burn  with¬ 
out  causing  any  offensive  smell,  this  I  consider  an  easy  and  efficacious  way  of  destroying 
refuse,  which  if  once  allowed  to  accumulate,  may  become  a  fruitful  source  of  illness.  2nd 
Householders  should  satisfy  themselves  periodically  that  the  drains  are  clear,  or  else  the 
drainage  will  sink  into  the  foundations  of  the  houses. 

The  Zymotic  diseases  will  be  referred  to  in  detail  when  discussing  the  Infectious  Notifica¬ 
tion  Act. 

Coming  to  the  other  deaths,  we  find  20  due  to  Phthisis,  as  compared  with  16  in  1892,  15 
in  1891,  and  25  in  1890.  The  Phthisical  deathrate  is  1.69  per  1000.  As  I  said  last  year,  as 
sanitation  improves,  so  ought  this  disease  to  lessen. 


These  diseases  of  the  respiration  have  caused  52  deaths,  in  1892  56,  in  1891  79,  in  1890 
46.  The  deathrate  of  these  diseases  is  4.40  per  1000. 

6  deaths  have  been  caused  by  this  disease  during  the  year,  most  of  them  occurring  in 
November  and  December.  Isolation  and  the  free  use  of  disinfectants,  are  as  essential  in 
checking  the  spread  of  this  disease  as  in  any  other  infectious  fever. 


I  am  very  glad  to  hear  that  the  contract  is  let  for  draining  Lower  Hopton,  which  when 
completed  will  be  a  very  great  boon  to  the  inhabitants  ;  it  will  be  a  more  complete  work  than 
was  done  on  this  side  of  the  river  ;  as  I  understand,  each  house  is  to  be  properly  contiecletl,  which 
cannot  be  said  to  have  been  accomplished  yet,  on  this  side.  There  is  a  large  population  at  the 
extreme  end  of  Battyeford,  which  requires  the  same  treatment  as  Lower  Hopton,  which  I  hope 
you  will  soon  see  your  way  to  execute. 


During  the  year,  the  Towns  Water  has  been  conveyed  to  Upper  Hopton,  which  now 
completes  the  supply  throughout  the  district,  and  I  have  not  heard  of  any  complaints  of  any 
scarcity.  The  supply  during  the  year  has  been  abundant,  notwithstanding  the  exceptionally 
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Diptheria. 
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Croup. 


dry  spring  and  summer.  I  am  very  sorry  to  say  the  water  still  has  the  same  property  of  acting 
on  lead,  it  is  therefore  still  necessary  to  run  water  off,  and  also  to  filter  it  in  proper  charcoal 
filters,  before  using  it.  I  cannot  understand  why  the  Huddersfield  Corporation  are  so 
obstinate  on  this  water  question,  it  will  have  to  be  faced  sooner  or  later.  In  the  meantime,  I 
should  suggest  that  in  all  new  houses  lead  pipes  be  forbidden  to  be  used. 

Infectious  Notification  Act. 

We  will  now  pass  on  to  the  question  of  the  Zymotic  diseases,  in  which  Sanitation  can 
control,  and  in  time  should  eradicate. 

Subjoined  you  will  see  how  the  3  years  compare  since  the  act  was  adopted. 
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The  above  is  not  altogether  a  complete  statement  of  Zymotic  disease,  as  Measles> 
Whooping  Cough,  and  Diarrhoea  are  not  notified,  though  they  belong  to  the  same  class. 
This  act  has  now  been  in  force  in  Mirfield  nearly  4  years.  You  will  see  by  the  above  figures, 
what  an  effect  early  notification  is  having  upon  these  diseases  ;  as  the  numbers  are  steadily 
decreasing,  and  when  onr  Isolation  Hospital  is  ready,  the  improvement  will  be  still  more 
marked. 

9  Cases.  5  in  January  : — 1  in  Lower  Hopton,  4  in  Dark  Lane.  2  in  February  : — 1  in 
Dark  Lane,  and  1  in  Lee  Green.  1  in  April  at  Snakehill,  and  1  in  September  at  Northorpe. 
i  case  died,  an  unvaccinated  person.  Only  in  one  family  have  we  ever  had  a  2nd.  case  of 
Smallpox  ;  in  this  instance  there  was  unavoidable  delay  in  the  revaccination.  The  smallpox 
case  at  Northorpe  had  been  vaccinated  in  infancy,  had  an  attack  of  smallpox  23  years  ago, 
and  yet  fell  a  victim  to  a  rather  severe  attack  in  September  last. 

39  Cases.  3  deaths.  January  : — 5  cases  :  1  at  Battyeford,  1  at  Flash  Lane,  1  at  Stocks 
Bank,  2  at  Bracken  Hill  February  : — 3  cases  :  2  at  East-thorpe,  1  at  Flash  Lane.  March  : — 
1  case  at  Cripplegate.  April  : — 2  cases  :  1  at  Greenside,  1  at  Knowle.  May  : — 7  cases  :  1  at 
Upper  Hopton,  1  at  Wasp  Nest,  4  at  Battyeford,  1  at  Towngate.  June  : — 4  cases  :  2  at  Battye¬ 
ford,  1  at  Wasp  Nest,  1  at  Stocks  Bank.  July  : — 8  cases  :  2  at  St.  Agnes  Home,  1  at  East- 
thorpe,  2  at  Snake  Hill,  1  at  Lower  Hopton,  1  at  Upper  Hopton,  1  at  Battyeford.  August  : — 4 
cases  :  2  at  Crossley,  1  at  Wellhouse  Lane,  1  at  East-thorpe.  September  : — 2  cases  :  1  at  East- 
thorpe,  1  at  Lee  Green.  December  : — 3  cases  :  1  at  Upper  Row,  1  at  Crossley  Lane,  1  at 
East-thorpe. 

You  will  see,  this  Fever  though  of  a  mild  type,  has  been  more  or  less  prevalent  during 
the  whole  of  the  year,  a  few  cases  in  different  parts  of  the  parish,  but  predominating  mostly 
at  Battyeford. 

No  cases  during  the  year. 

Likewise  an  absence  of  cases. 
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3  cases.  2  deaths.  1  at  Upper  Hopton,  in  March.  1  at  Town  Gate,  in  July.  1  at  New 
Scarbro,  in  July.  Wherever  we  have  found  anything  defective  which  might  cause  the  illness, 
it  has  been  remedied. 


None. 


None. 


There  have  been  no  deaths  from  this  disease,  and  as  far  as  I  can  learn,  the  district  has 
been  free  from  it. 

4  deaths.  These  all  occurred  in  March,  and  in  very  young  children  ;  the  disease  has  not 
been  very  prevalent  during  the  year. 

4  cases.  No  deaths.  1  in  January,  at  East-thorpe.  1  in  June,  at  Lower  Hopton.  1  in 
July,  at  Lower  Hopton.  1  in  December  at  Primrose  Lane.  This  compares  very  favourably 
with  1892,  as  then  there  were  16  cases,  with  3  deaths. 

We  had  no  cases  of  Cholera  during  the  year,  though  we  had  a  good  deal  of  Diarrhoea. 
It  will  be  very  necessary  to  be  on  the  outlook  again  this  year,  and  use  every  precaution  if  a 
case  should  unfortunately  occur. 

Infectious  on  Isolation  Hospital. 

During  the  year  some  progress  has  been  made  towards  this  most  desirable  object.  I  hope 
before  this  year  is  out,  that  the  building  will  have  been  commenced. 

Your  Inspector  has  given  me  very  valuable  aid  during  the  year  ;  I  always  find  him  most 
willing  to  carry  out  my  wishes. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

THOS.  B.  FAIRCLOUGH, 


May  9th,  1894. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


